
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

School District 68, Trustees	 	 	 	 	 	 September 17, 2022

Charlene McKay, Greg Keller, Jessica Stanley, Chantel Oneill,

Elaine Wilkinson, Tania Brzovic, Stephanie Higginson, Bill Robinson	 	 	 	 

395 Wakesiah Ave.

Nanaimo, BC

V9R 3K6


Re:	 URGENT - Potentially contaminated fresh water supply to E’cole North Oyster 


Dear School District 68 Board of Trustees,

I am writing to you today to share urgent information that has come to our attention regarding 
the potential contamination of the E’cole North Oyster fresh water supply. 


You are probably aware that the source of fresh water for the school is located at a private 
property at 13264 Cedar Rd., or what is currently known as the ‘blueberry farm,’ next to 
Thomas Creek. It has come to our attention that the Schnitzer Steel company has just posted a 
sign at the back of their property stating, “WARNING, INORGANIC LEAD POISON, Do Not 
Drink or Smoke, Respiratory Protection Required While Torchers Present” AUTHORIZED 
PERSONNEL ONLY.” (Please see attached photos). 


NODRA-North Oyster/Diamond Ratepayers Assoc., and VIWWC-Vancouver Island Water 
Watch Coalition have been working together with assistance from WCEL-West Coast 
Environmental Law, and our legal team, to address the drinking water well contamination 
issues of local property owners in the vicinity of Schnitzer Steel, following the fire of 2020. 


I realize the NOCC-North Oyster Community Centre water supply is also connected to the 
water system in use by Ecole Nord Oyster, so I’m making attempts to contact their Board of 
Directors, as well.


Please find recent photos attached.


Yours truly,


Pauline Hunt	 	 	       and	 	 	 June Ross

President	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Chair

NODRA-North Oyster/Diamond Ratepayers Assoc.		 VIWWC-Vancouver Island Water 	 	
Phone:  250-741-6452	 	 	 	 	 Watch Coalition

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Phone:  250-729-0185


Cc:	 Jane Clancy, Ecole Nord Oyster

	 Charlene McKay, Chair, School District 68

	 Laura Beaudoin Reimer, PAC 

	 Irene Hawthornwaite, North Oyster Historical Society

	 Patti Gisborne, Sense of Place Youth Project

	 Roxanne Harris, Chief & Council, Stz’uminus

	 Karen Cooling, Research Assist., MLA Doug Routley
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NORTH OYSTER~DIAMOND RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION 

• South Cassidy, the Diamond, Shell Beach & Yellow Point • 






	 

	 

	 


This is a photo of liquid run-off from the rear 
of the Schnitzer Steel property onto the 
blueberry farm field property.

This sign was erected a few days ago at the 
back of the Schnitzer Steel property, facing the 
blueberry farm field and adjacent properties.


