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Scenes from the Nanaimo
Indian Hospital:
Reawakening
Hul’qg’umin’um’, Nuu-
chah-nulth & Kwak’wala
Languages
A play by Laura Cranmer

Research Question
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Applied theatre is usually created, formed and meshed through a process with the communlty

that is working on it. Often times everybody is giving input and it is with people new to actlng, |

who are coming to provide a message to the greater public about something that is |mportant to
-

them.
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“l found the photos presented on screen
before the workshop very interesting, the
trauma warnings dragged out, and the
performances from script written in the three
languages without translation very
unsatisfactory.”

“It was wonderful to hear the languages spoken and
used in telling of the stories. | appreciated that the
play focused more on a personal story than the
details of the horrible things that happened there. it
was heartfelt, sad and a chance to learn more about
this horrible time in our history. Again with the
languages spoken, it leaves you with the hope and
happiness that the culture still remains and the
younger generation is learning and using their
traditional language.”

SCENE 8

In Cooling Room. Mary is preset on the table behind the screen. Her gown on the chair.

MARY:

(Starts to hum a NuuChahNulth children s song to herself)

?iihmaa ratmiit, wiksiita l::achaq?ié. hayaa?akah g“'aanuuih?a}iatin hitaas
?ah tiipin?i, Aaskimi, ?ani hasmiil, ?anis hisaacu k¥inaa.

[It’s soooo cold in here without a blanket on. I don’t know why they make
us lie on this table without any clothes on under these bright lights. And
with all this sticky stuff on me.]

wiiksinhaZah éitasjfiba, ?aanahiquus Auu q“ee?iitq?aata Xupaa cuuma€as,
pisatmis?aiquus hith tiipis, Puupaath ya?aayaghyugas. ?iihmaa?aata
AupiiCii.

[To keep warm, I just have to think of those hot days in Port Alberni
playing on the beach at the canal with all my cousins — it sure gets hot

there.]

Puuistiyaminia kamitqstal hisimtas yux*agist?i makaak. hiipanacni

huu?aacatiit kamitqmatas, nii?atuqfik makaak, hinusaqéiﬁaiia
?iigahapalqun. Xayaxsim?aanit?aata q~aa?apat.

[And sometimes we’d play tag on the log boom all us kids running back
and forth on those logs that would dip below water with each step and then
pop back up again when we’d hit the next log but fast, we had to be fast.]

?e?ihagma maXaak, ?uusstiya hiikal wik nii?atu. 2uh?at ?ah?aa q¥ee?iitq
Puupisat Puugmish?at kamitqmalas?at.

[The logs were giant size and so sometimes these would barely dip down
into the water. These were the best to run back and forth on.]

fupithitsi witsita, Xassi?alsi hith Xaaskaanut, tii?ataksi, wikyuusi huhtaksix
susaa!

[Anyway, one time I guess I wasn’t quite fast enough, and I slipped on a
bare patch and fell right into the water, and this was even before I could
swim!]

duu tiSaa?atalsi, tiSaa?atu tifaa?atu, ?ah?aa?a’si naémisini, naéu?alsi
hittqii?ak maXaak, 2ayayu?al?aksi pacmis hi§saacu, paakkpaaika,
hiinimsaya.




Mental Health Support




Available Supports

Please take care of yourself and seek supports whenever needed!

Indian Residential School
Survivor Society VIU

Community Student In Crisis
QR Code

7-800-727-0066

KUU-US Crisis Line
Local Child/Youth Line (250)-723-2040
Local Adult/Elder (250)-723-4050

Vancouver Island Crisis Line
1-888-494-3888

uoneonps

Here2Talk (Website)
https.//here2talk.ca/home

Language



For more information:
amanda.wager@viu.ca or

lauracranmer@gmail.com
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